
Ready. Set. Go!  Rehearsals for the upcoming Spring performance are underway - the next 11
weeks will  pass quickly as students learn, memorize, & polish their dances.  We want to
ensure that every student has the best performance experience and since all preparations
are done in classes,  it is necessary for us to address an ongoing, increasing concern.  Since
September, attendance has been lacking for a significant number of students and classes.  As
of late it's  been worse – though mostly due to illness and weather.  And there's been a
number of dancers coming unprepared with no shoes or uniform.  In retrospect if we were a
sports league, many games would be forfeited due to shortage of players and some players
benched for being late, missing practices, or forgetting their gear.  Dance is not only an art

form but highly physical activity, which like sports, requires a certain level of dedication for individuals to
realistically achieve the tasks of learning and developing skills, progressing, and avoiding injury.  Contact time
with our dance students is limited and therefore, extremely valuable in allowing us to effectively assist them
in accomplishing these tasks – especially when preparing for a performance. 

In a positive light with the students' best interest at heart, we must kindly request that everyone make a firm
commitment in getting to classes consistently, promptly, and fully prepared.  We understand there will be
occasional,  inevitable  absences  or  tardiness  due  to  mandatory  school  activities,  etc.,  so please do your
optimal best.   With everyone's commitment and collective efforts, dancers will have the means to ensure a
fun, progressive, and safe experience in these coming weeks and the staff will be able to effectively provide
the service you come to us for and expect – all  of which will  provide for a memorable and entertaining
performance.   Your support and understanding are appreciated – thank you. 

Costumes have been ordered and are starting to arrive!   A sneak preview of what you'll be seeing on stage
is in a booklet in the waiting room at the studio– check it out!  As costumes arrive, we will do fittings in class.
Some costumes will require alteration and/or embellishment of which we have a wonderful volunteer group
of parents to assist.  Some headpieces and accessories will need to be handmade too, so if you have talent
for sewing or crafts and wish to help out please let us know – we would appreciate the help. 

To prepare and organize the costumes, we ask that everyone 
provide a hanger for EACH of your dancer's costumes. 
NO WIRE HANGERS PLEASE!  Using masking tape as
shown, please write dancer's FULL name on BOTH sides of tape. 

COSTUMES WILL BE DISTRIBUTED WHEN READY!  
Due to storage limitations, costumes will be released once they are ready.  Once released to you, it will be
your responsibility to keep costumes clean and safe.   It  cannot be stressed enough to not allow your
dancer to wear them at home and to keep them away from pets, food, etc.  Be sure to keep track of
accessories like gloves, headpieces, belts, etc, too.  If costumes or accessories get destroyed or lost, they
can't be replaced in time for the show and in some instances, not at all!! 

Calendar:  To help you stay organized and up to date, the calendar of events is listed on the 
next page.  Remember - attendance to the Saturday June 2nd Dress Rehearsal is mandatory 
and all participants are expected to be there for the time requested.  It's possible that some 
students may not have to be there the entire time but no guarantees so please keep your 
schedule open, flexible, and plan for the entire time slot!  
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             Preparing dancers for great performance experience. 
There's more to this than meets the eye and we need your help!
Limited  time at  the  studio  and theater  with 90  students  and 24
dances to rehearse and stage, requires peak efficiency!  While at the
theater we'll have chaperones to assist but would ask that while at
the  studio,  parents  start  preparing  your  child(ren)  now  by
addressing  the  topics  listed  below  and  taking  measures  most
suitable for your child(ren).  These topics may seem “over the top”
but  really  do  impact  students'  performance  experience  and  the
efficiency at the studio and theater. 
 

1) Some students struggle with separation anxiety.  It makes a world of difference to start acclimating 
them now to your absence so that once we get to the theater, they can function without issues. 

2) Some students experience fear/stress of the unknown.  Tell them there's nothing to fear.  Being in a 
performance at a theater is the best and most fun part of being a dancer.

3) Emotions and excitement run high resulting in frenzied trips to the restroom – our biggest challenge.  .
And when one goes they all have to go! Please do what you can to help in this area so momentum and
efficiency can be kept optimal. 

4) Some students have tendencies to randomly run off.  Please stress the importance of following 
teacher's instructions and staying on task under watchful eye. 

T SHIRTS!  Share the excitement about our upcoming show with a T shirt!  
T shirt has our logo, show theme, and students' names.  50/50 Cotton-Poly blend. 
$12 each (includes sales tax).  Unisex sizes Youth X Small through Adult 6XL. 
Order deadline April 15th.  Order envelopes in office – leave in basket. 
                 Note: T shirts cannot be ordered without a form and payment. 

SUMMER CAMP & CLASS INFORMATION WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON.
Don't book all  your summer activities just yet until  you see what
we've got in store!  We'll have Princess Camp, Musical Theater Camp, and Boot Camp in June
and some great classes in June and July that you probably won't want to miss! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
Mar 31-Apr 2 Spring break – no classes. 
Apr 15 T shirt order & payment due
May 1 $25 Participation fee due
May 12 Advance tickets go on sale -   

$10 Adult/$5 student
May 15 May tuition & any outstanding balances due
May 19 Picture day & Preview Rehearsal at studio

No classes.  Specific times TBA.  
May 26-28 No classes – Memorial Day observance
Jun 2 Mandatory Dress Rehearsal 1-6 pm at Performing Arts Center in Harrisburg. Report at Noon. 
Jun 3 Performance at 2:00 – Performing Arts Center in Harrisburg.  Report no later than 1:00 pm. 
Jun 9 Last day of classes for the 2017-18 school year. 
Jun-Aug Summer camps & classes TBA.  

Fall registration TBA. 

MAKE UP & HAIRSTYLING 
FOR PERFORMANCE

We are putting together a “How to” video for
doing hair and makeup for the performance
that can be shown on the TV in the waiting
room.  We may do live demonstrations like

we have in the past also.
More information to come. 

STOP


